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How we make a difference

The UN Human Rights Council gives the right to water
and sanitation the same legal status as all other human
rights.
© UN photo

A LANDMARK
DECISION TO MAKE
THE RIGHT TO
WATER AND
SANITATION
LEGALLY BINDING
The UN Human Rights
Council takes a
decis ion which gives
legal standing to the
right to water and
sanitation. It is  a step
of historical
s ignificance implying
that access to water
and sanitation is
explicitly protected by
human rights law.
More ...

 All stories

  

From domestic
work to modern
day slavery
The UN expert on
contemporary forms
of s lavery highlights

human rights abuses in the domestic
work service industry, one of the largest
industries in the world.
More ...

A global
shift: the
ageing of
the world’s
population
The UN

Human Rights Chief calls  on all
governments to protect the
human rights of older persons.
More ...

Human Rights in the
news 

DRC 'Mapping Report'
Navi Pillay presents a report on the
most serious violations of human
rights and international humanitarian
law in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC).
More ...

Fighting human trafficking
Anti-trafficking experts met in Dakar
under the leadership of UN Special
Rapporteur on trafficking in persons,
especially women and children, Joy
Ngozi Ezeilo.
More ...

Freedom of the press
After last week’s violence in Quito, UN
Special Rapporteur Frank La Rue urges
the Government of Ecuador to
guarantee the freedom of press.
More ...

Torture / Mission to Greece
The United Nations Special Rapporteur
on torture, Manfred Nowak, launches
his  first fact-finding miss ion to Greece
from 10-20 October.
More ...

Older persons' rights
“Millions of older persons are denied
their rights,” says UN human rights
chief Navi Pillay, on the International
Day of Older Persons (1 October 2010).
More ...

Make a difference today

Read the latest speech or op-ed from
the Office of the High Commissioner
for Human Rights 

More speeches...
More op-eds...
Find out what human rights are
all about 
Get in touch with us 

Meetings and events

Committee on the Elimination
of Discrimination against
Women (CEDAW) / 47th
From : 04-10-2010 To : 22-10-
2010
Palais  des Nations

Committee on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities
(CRPD) / 4th
From : 04-10-2010 To : 08-10-
2010
Palais  des Nations/New York

Pre-sessional Working Group
on Communications - Human
Rights Committee / 100th
From : 04-10-2010 To : 08-10-
2010
Palais  Wilson, Geneva

Expert consultation on “access
to medicines” / 1st
From : 11-10-2010 To : 11-10-

Quick links

Universal Declaration of Human
Rights in 375 translations

Human rights issues

Human rights education and
training

Human rights instruments

National Human Rights Institutions

Civil Society  

Human rights by country 

Select a country  

Human rights monitoring
mechanisms
 
Human Rights Council
 
Universal Periodic Review
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The OHCHR is  the United Nations
office with primary responsibility
for promoting and protecting the
enjoyment and full realization of
human rights for all...
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